Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) Network

3% On April 5™

2004, the SCI
Q)’ @) Network held its

Y first golf tourna-
ment fund-

raiser. On that day when
the golfers set out there |
was ice around the water-
holes along with a day long ="
blustery wind that would
help sail some of the drives
100 vyards in the air and
then land back on the tee.
The following year the tour-
nhament was hamed in
honor of our former Board
Member John Howard, who
passed away in July, 2004.
John contributed to the SCI
Network in many ways, and he
desired to see people with spinal
cord injuries or other disabilities,
have a full participation in
life. Thus, the tournament is
nhamed John A. Howard “Getting
Back into life” Golf Tournament.

This year, on June 2nd—uwith
weather predictably better—the

b

The Frozen Foursome

April 5, 2004 (l. to r.) Keith Johnson, Dave Burds,
Tom Linsley and Dr. Bob Larkin were part of the first
SCI Network golf tournament.

tournament will be held at the
Cross Creek Golf Club in Belts-
ville, MD. Enclosed in this hews-
letter are details about how you
can be a part of the fundraiser
and help us raise the money
heeded by the Network in order
for it to meet the needs of many
of the people it serves.

Incremental Autonomy

Shauntel McNeil may not be
able to speak due to a spinal
cord injury that requires her to
use a ventilator in order to
breathe, but her radiant smile
recently expressed a joy that
came from having the mobility
that afforded her a greater de-
gree of freedom than any she

has experienced in the last two
years since her diving accident
injury.

Shauntel recently celebrated
her 24" birthday and this be-
lated gift was most appreciated.
She currently lives at the Wood-
bine Rehab Healthcare Center
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John Howard

John served as a SCI
Network board member
from 1985 to 2000 John
died in July of 2004 Be-
cause of John's charita-
ble and caring spirit the
Network has named the
Golf Tournament in his
honor

Continued on Page 3
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Redskin Ticket Raffle

The annual Redskin Season
Tickets raffle will soon be get-
ting underway. As in previous
years, we will be selling 100
chances for season tickets for
two. The chances sell for
$100 each with a limit of 100
available for purchase. Along
with the Redskin tickets as 1°
place prize, there are S-
second place cash prizes of
$200. This allows for one of

ten chances of winning, if hot
the tickets, at least double
your money back.

Within the next two months
everyone who has purchased
a chance in the past will be
receiving chances in the mail.
If there are those of you who
have never purchased the
$100 chance and would like
to do so, please contact us.
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This view can be yours!
The view from the seats of the Redskins season tickets winner.

ADAPT Coming to Town

ADAPT invites you to join
them in the FUN*RUN for
Disability Rights on Sunday,
April 29, 2007 in Washington,
DC in Upper Senate Park,
1pm-4pm (Constitution Ave &
1st St)

This is a fundraiser for
ADAPT to support our efforts
toward the inclusion, integra-
tion and independence of
people with disabilities in this
country. The key to making
this a successful FUN*RUN is
mobilizing participants who

will recruit sponsors.

FUN*RUN is an event where
sponsored people jog, walk,
run, roll or ride around.

Anybody can participate in
this event. People ages 5 to
105. Those in great shape as
well as all of us couch pota-
toes. Motorized or manual
wheelchairs — all are wel-
comel

Contact Bobby at 301-518-
5654 for more info.

Yeah Knights!
1
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The Adventist Knights of
Maryland ended a very suc-
cessful season by competing
at the Division Il National
Championship Tournamentin
Charlottesville, VA March 8 -
11, 2007. The team played 4
games and finished with 2
wins and 2 losses. The
Knights record for the entire
season was 14 wins and 10
losses. Several of the losses
were considered exhibition
games as they were against
teams from a higher division.

We saw tremendous success
onh two fronts: recruiting and
development. We were able
to recruit five young novice-
level players. They were
committed to attending prac-
tice and traveling with the
team. In fact, they worked out
so well that four of them
helped comprise the starting
team at the National Tourna-
ment. The team intends to
continue playing throughout
the summer and participate in
disability awareness pro-
grams in the area.

Bobby Coward in
Fun Run 2005
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Vigilance Pays Off

Even though you may nhot be
able to physically participate
in something doesn’'t mean
that you should not be able to
watch others who are. So
when the Kettler Capitals Ice-
plex was builtin 2006, mem-
bers of the disability commu-
hity expected that it would
meet the accessibility require-
ments set forth in the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) . That turnhed out to be
an erroneous belief.

"There' was really no lawful
place to sitin your wheel-
chair," Rosemary Ciotti said.
"Architects know the ADA.
They know what they're le-
gally bound to do," she said.
“The law is 17 years old."

Sheri Denkensohn visited the
Iceplex after hearing about
the ADA issues. She was
taken aback by the many
egregious violations and filed
an official complaint with the
U.S. Department of Justice.

Sheri Denkensohn (I) and Rosemary Ciotti led the charge
to ensure accessibility at the new Kettler Capitals Iceplex in
Ballston Common Mall in Arlington, VVA.

The lack of accessibility is
somewhat disappointing be-
cause Arlington County is, for
the most part, fairly accessi-
ble to people with physical
disabilities or mobility impair-
ments and the Iceplex had
even scheduled events for
people with disabilities. After
the advocacy work done by
Sheri and Rosemary and oth-
ers in the disabled commu-
hity, Arlington officials and
Iceplex owners scrambled to
fix the ADA problems and
they continue to work on re-
maining issues.

Retrofitting the Kettler Capi-
tals Iceplex so that itis ADA
compliant and that individuals
with all types of disabilities
can enjoy itis a costly under-
taking both time-wise and
money-wise. Both could have
been saved if the ADA had
been adhered to from the be-
ginning.

One thing to be learned from

this episode is that despite

g being man-
dated by law,
the ADA and
~~lated regu-
tions requir-
ing localities
to ensure ac-
cessibility are

--hot always
followed.
. Jhile it might
take effort, it
pays for indi-
viduals with

sabilities to

wways be
vigilant.

John Pitman and Shauntel McNeil

Shauntel

Continued from page 1

in Alexandria with the goal of
living in the community where
she can bring her gifts and
talents to others with disabili-
ties who desire to live inde-
pendently in the community.

John Pitman of Roberts
Home Medical put the finish-
ing touches this deluxe
wheelchair donated by the
family of Judy Munske of
Fairfax, who passed away
last year. Roberts Home
Medical donated the labor;
the SCI Network along with
the Alexandria Red Cross
and the Alexandria Rotary
Club all contributed. These
expensive modifica-

tions were made in order for
Shauntel to experience a little
of the freedom of movement
that so many of us so often
take for granted. She ex-
presses a heartfelt gratitude
to all who have so caringly
given of themselves. If you
wish to read more about
Shauntel go to our web-

site

and SUI

hewsletter from August 2006.




51 Monroe Place
Plaza West 9
Rockville, MD 20850

Phone 301-424-8335
Fax 301-424-8858
Www spinalcordinjury net

SCI Network
Board of Directors
Jesse Parker, President
Dawvid Burds, Treasurer
John Pitman, Secretary
Russ Holt
Bobby Coward
Dawvid Sharp
Robert Kairy

Member:

¢ Combined Federal Campaign (Spinal
Cord Injury Network 6025)

¢ Community Health Charities
National Capital Area

e National Spinal Cord Injury Association

John A. Howard
“Getting Back Into Life”

Golf Tournament to
Benefit the Spinal Cord
Injury Network

Saturday, June 2, 2007
8:00 am Shotgun Start

Format: Scramble
Cross Creek Golf Club

12800 Bay Hill Drive
Beltsville, MD 20705

SCI Network Membership Application/Renewal

Annual dues: $15 individual—$20 professional/organization

Name Home Phone
Address Office Phone
City/State E-mail Address
21p

If disabled, please signify type or level and date of onset:

Area of Interest (please check atleast one):

[JAdvocacy [JAttendant Care [JResearch
[JEquipment [JVolunteering [1Sexuality
[JEmployment [1Support Groups Transportation
[JRecreation [JFundraising [INewsletter

Please send check or money order to:
SCI Network, 51 Monroe Street, Plaza West 9, Rockville, MD 20850

SCI Network is the Metropolitan Washington, D.C. area chapter of the NSCIA. In existence
for over forty years, and incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in DC, Maryland and Virginia since

1982, SCI Network's mission is: To provide support and services to people with spinal
cord injuries and other mobility impairing conditions, and to their families and friends.
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